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By S. Connolly
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By M. Delaney

Since involving myself in the online occult scene I've seen some really interesting
perceptions about groups. Some think the group is the beginning and end all of any
occult practice. Others hate groups vehemently. Most have some unrealistic fantasies
of what they think a group should be like. Many will mythologize and glamorize the
traditional group.

Before we start discussing groups, let alone traditional groups (from a Demonolatry
stance anyway), | think we should first define a tradition. We often think of tradition as
something that is done the same time after time, year after year. You probably have
family traditions of your own. Perhaps that tradition is very specific like you always
have lemon cakes on your grandmother's birthday. Or you always put up a pine
wreath on December 15th. In Demonolatry we tend to refer to "Traditional
Demonolatry” or "Generational Demonolatry" a great deal. We tend to use the terms
Traditional and Generational interchangeably to mean that our Demonolatry traditions
(hence Traditional) have been passed through families (Generational). Sometimes
those families are metaphoric (rather than strictly bloodline) and mean from teacher to
student. It also usually means the tradition goes back at least two generations or
more.

Does this mean it's possible for you to start your own tradition? Most certainly. Does
this mean that anyone who starts their own tradition is traditional? Very loosely - |
suppose. However when |, and others, talk about traditional/generational
Demonolatry, we're often referring to traditions at least a few generations old.

Now I think it's prudent to discuss the nature of tradition. I've heard the argument, "Do
you practice tradition for the sake of tradition? Or is it something more?" This is a
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wonderful question. Sometimes tradition is done for the sake of tradition. Why?
Because it evokes a deep emotional response in the person who is tied into that
tradition. For example, my grandmother would always bake a pumpkin cake with little
sigils of Eury in cream cheese icing on each slice. She'd do this every October 31.
This is a tradition we continue in our house to this day. Not so much because the
tradition serves any real purpose, but rather because it reminds me of my
grandmother and good times with family and friends. It's a tradition that has a lot of
meaning for me, my family, and even some members of our group, but would be
completely meaningless to, for example, a solitary Demonolater. That is an example
of a tradition kept alive because it has meaning to the people who practice it.

On the other hand there are traditions that become traditions because they work. So,
for example, the ZD invocation system used by most Demonolaters endures as a
tradition because it is effective and potent. Certain traditional rituals and the like
endure for the same reason. Grimoiric magic may be considered a tradition to some.
But just because something is a tradition doesn't mean you can't experiment.

Some people think that just because something is a tradition it's better. My response
to that is it depends on the tradition and something like that needs to be decided on a
tradition-by-tradition basis. Spirituality and magic are both very subjective topics and
vary individual to individual. Some people like the structure a traditional practice
provides. Others feel too confined by it. This is a personal choice.

People always ask me, "What's the traditional way to do this or that?" So | make the
assumption, as someone who practices a very traditional practice of Demonolatry and
who likes the structure of an established tradition, that they are seeking to follow
traditional methods. If you label yourself traditional, | will assume and expect you are
following an established tradition. Likewise, if | see a person grossly step outside an
established tradition (Demonolatry does have one) while claiming to be practicing a
traditional Demonolatry, | think | have every right to ask, "Hey, that's not really
traditional. Why do you call yourself a traditional Demonolater?" Basically, there are
some "rules" as to what those of us who practice Traditional Demonolatry will call
traditional. Not out of arrogance or anything like that, but rather fact.

So those are my thoughts on tradition. Now let's discuss the Traditional Group. A
group is considered traditional by old-school Demonolaters if it prescribes to the
following:

-The group practices using established traditional methods of worship and offering
passed on from generational teachers.

-The group uses Demonolatry specific Enns and Sigils.

-The group teaches ascension in a traditional manner.

-The group does not allow non-initiates into ritual.

-The group uses the traditional designations of pre-initiate, initiate, adept, assisting
priest(ess), priest(ess), high priest(ess).

-The group trains their clergy and doesn't just allow *anyone* into their priesthood.
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-The group has a pantheistic, soft polytheistic or even Gnostic theology. There are a
lot of arguments against a hard polytheistic Demonolatry and of all those I've met who
practice established traditions, Hard Polytheism just isn't a part of their theology. That
isn't to say there aren't Demonolaters out there who aren't hard polytheists. Just none
(that I'm aware of) within the inner-circle of the established traditional groups.

Having been a life-long Demonolater, | know which groups are traditional and which
ones are not. | also know that Traditional Demonolaters are a tight knit community.
Many of us who run the traditional groups nowadays grew up together. We were all
raised together. We know one another in the flesh. We've shared the same bread,
practiced the Rites of Imbibement, taken vows to keep bonded amulets amongst one
another, drank from the same wine, and prayed to the same divine intelligences.

Straight away | want to wipe away rumors about traditional groups. Yes, the
traditional groups are hard to get into. We are very secretive and with good reason.
We have attempted, in the past, to allow outsiders into the inner circles of the
traditional groups and drama and title seeking has always been the result. Not to
mention the identity of some group members has been compromised. Nowadays
you're either born into a group or raised into one through a teacher. Or you're brought
in by an existing member.

There are even rumors going around that the traditional groups are elitist, judgmental,
and not very nice to outsiders because of this. The reality is we do have standards,
we expect members of our groups to adhere to group standards, and it's not that
we're not nice to outsiders, we just keep to ourselves. Nothing wrong with that.

There is really nothing special about traditional groups except that we hold some
traditional ritual and practical information that everyone seems to want - badly. Some
people even believe we are obligated to give them this information. Others are angry
we aren't sharing it. There are simply some traditions that are sacred to those who
practice them and certain rituals that will never be made public. Not for secrecy, but
rather to keep them sacred. While some will argue that you keep something sacred
within you rather than locked up in a safe somewhere, others will tell you that they
refuse to sell out their belief for the sake of the curious.

That is, ultimately, what traditional groups are about. Keeping sacred the ancient rites
to the Old Gods. The Daemonic Divine. Unless an outsider has a deep need for a
ritual and a Keeper sees fit to give it to him/her, there is no reason to share everything
with everyone.
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Ask Adrianna is an advice and question column answered by experienced Daemonolatress, Adrianna of
the OFS Forum. If you have a question for Adrianna please send it to ofs.admin@gmail.com and put ASK
ADRIANNA SUBMISSION in the subject of your e-mail. All submissions are subject to being printed in
Black Serpent at our discretion.
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Simple, cost efficient, and safe. (Did you know that charcoal disks are bad for you?
Look it up, and it's messy, too. Not to mention you always run out of them.)

This is a very simple and fun project that helps with adding more intent into your spell
casting. It's also very hands on. Mind you the recipe that I'll introduce to you is for a
Belphegore incense. It may need more adjustment of the amount of ingredients with
other mixtures.

Here is what you need:
- Belpegore incense
Distilled water, you can get that from any grocery store that sells bottled water.
Makko powder (it's an Asian powder that smells of light cedar) It's going to be the
base component of the cone making process. It's combustible and going to be
the substitute to the charcoal disk.
Wax paper
Mixing bowl
Your blood

You need 4 tablespoons of Belphegore incense and 1 tablespoon of Makko powder.
Plus 3 Tsp of distilled water. This makes 4 cones, or one big one.

An optional step: | added three drops of my blood with the 3 Tsp of distilled water. You
can skip this step and just add the blood on the cone before the drying stage or for ritual
use.

First off you need to get your incense mixture very fine. Use a mortar and pestle or a

coffee grinder with a fine setting. The more fine it is, the more “even-burning” the cone
is going to be and the easier it's going to mix in the bowl.
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You mix the Makko with the Belphegore in the mixing bowl. Add slowly the tsp of
distilled water. The result you're looking for is a wet dough look, like a play-dough.

Then you work it with your fingers, blending it really good. Then mold them by
compressing them into a shape with your fingers. The common shape is a cone (but |
found it very versatile and could hold many shapes like play dough)

When you're done molding, place it on a wax sheet of paper and wait for it to dry. The
theory is 2 weeks. It may take longer depending where you are at (sea level, high
altitude etc...). The best way to check if they are dry is to look under the base to see if
it's dry. Remember the size of your cones will effect how fast they dry. The smaller the
cone, the less drying time.

Have fun, and remember your intent. | recited Enns while infusing the cones with my
intent during the making of the cones.
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Factoids: White Doves were sacrificed to the Greek Goddess Aphrodite (Goddess of
Love) as an offering. Common offerings to her also included incense and flowers. The
Egyptian Goddess Isis was offered incense and pine nuts.
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